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of Hayne. Webster attempted to argue from
the intent of the framers of the Constitution and
from early opinion concerning the nature of the
Union; but a careful appraisal of the evidence
hardly bears out his contentions. On economic
matters also, notably the operation of the protec-
tive tariff, he trod uncertain ground. He realized
this fact and as far as possible kept clear of eco-
nomic discussion. The South had real grievances,
and Webster was well enough aware that they
could not be argued out of existence.

On the other hand, the Northerner was vastly
superior to his opponent in his handling of the
theoretical issues of constitutional law; and in his
exposition of the practical difficulties that would
attend the operation of the principle of nullifica-
tion he employed a fund of argument that was
simply unanswerable. The logic of the larger
phases of the situation lay, too, with him. If the
Union for which he pleaded was not the Union
which the Fathers intended to establish or even
that which actually existed in the days of Washing-
ton and the elder Adams, it was at all events the
Union in which, by the close of the fourth decade
under the Constitution, a majority of the people
of the United States had come to believe. It was